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New School Opening 

Sherbrooke Academy Junior officially opened its doors on August 31

Our teachers arrived approximately a week before the students.  The 
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Also on the second floor is a popular area frequented by our students: the TLC Room (Teaching and 

Learning Centre).  This area includes a common working area, DREAM Room (De-stress – Relax – 

Energize/Exercise and Motivate Room), Reading Room and movement circuit.  This area is for students 

looking for a movement break, an area to distress and also to receive academic support.  Resource 

teachers work with small groups of students (identified as at risk) providing remediation.  We also have 

2 Youth Spark Bikes.  These stationary bikes provide the students an opportunity to move throughout 

the day. The school used a portion of the Innovations Grant allotted by the Ministry of Education to 

make the purchase.  The teachers’ wish list is to have such bikes in each of their classrooms to benefit 

students.  The request was made to Home and School by the principal on behalf of the teachers.  We 

have our fingers crossed!   Other items on the teachers’ wish list are items to help transform the 

classrooms into UDL (universal design for learning) centres. 

School Entry 

To ensure our students felt welcomed into their new junior school and newly renovated building, for the 

first few weeks, school entry included free play in the school yard.  Students were assigned an animal, 

which was representative of their homeroom.  Once the students became familiar with routine, the 

school entry was changed to free entry.  Free entry entails the students enter the building upon arrival 

and go straight to class.  Our school entry was met with some apprehension by a few parents, but this 

quickly appeased as everyone got into the swing of their routine.  The animals were a great hit with the 

students:  Madame B’s group are known as the turtles; Madame Gagnon’s, the penguins; Madame 

Jasmin, the rabbits; Madame Wallach, the monkeys; Madame Stets, the ducks; Madame Sullivan, the 

giraffes; Madame Cousineau, the elephants; Madame Malone, the kangaroos; and Madame Rochon, the 

horses.  Mrs. D, the ethics teacher has adopted the owl and Mr. Gill, the physical education teacher, the 

panda.  Ms. Greb, resource teacher, adopted the lions and Madame T. adopted the tigers. As principal, I 

am partial to our happy bears, Sher Bear and Baby Bear Brooke! 

Safety and Security 

The school yard gates are locked during school hours.  This is to ensure the safety of all our children.  

Locking the gates after school has also kept vandals out and this has resulted in less vandalism and 

graffiti on school premises. 

Drop Off 

 The morning drop-off continues to be organized chaos.  This has been an on-

going problem, when the previous school St-Paul Elementary School was housed 

in this building and now continues with Sherbrooke Academy Junior.  Information 

was sent out to parents, unfortunately not all parents are respecting the 

procedures.  The high volume of parents using this service is proving to be difficult 

to manage.  The matter was discussed at our Governing Board meetings, Home and School, Staff Council 

and Staff Meetings.  An invitation was sent out to parents for help; only three parents replied, with 

limited availability.  Given the volume and small staff, it is evident that the drop-off service cannot be 

sustained.  Continuous dialogue has been ongoing with the local police, city of Beaconsfield, school 

board, staff and principal.  
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Strategic Plan 2016 - 2020  

As a new school the teachers worked hard to create Sherbrooke Academy Junior’s Strategic Plan for 

2016 – 2020.  It was presented and approved by Governing Board May 13, 2017. 

The teachers also finalized the Mission, Vision and Values of the school.  These were presented and 

approved by Governing Board on February 9, 2017.  During the February 9 Governing Board, the 2017-

2018 Parent Commitment Pledge, Anti-bullying and Violence Plan, Code of Conduct, school Rules and 

Regulations were also presented and approved by Governing Board on February 9, 2017. 

Educational Project  

With the support of Nancy Battet, the LBPSB Community and Partner Liaison, our Educational Project 

was planned through the ABC of Architecture.  The purpose of this project was to introduce students to 

the basics of architecture:  the notions of shape, volume, material and space – so that they can design 

their own dream house.  The cycle I students participated in the ABC of Architecture and the 

kindergarten student looked at the habitats of insects and they created homes for insects. 

Aligning the Academic Program  

 Our school offers a French Immersion, Français Plus Model.  The quality of 

this program is in line with the Lester B. Pearson standards of excellence.  

Academic support is in place for students identified by teachers as 

requiring such help.  This academic support is provided through teacher 

flexible classroom pedagogy and subject grouping support provided by the 

resources teachers.  The resource teachers and resource team not only 

provide academic support, but also behavioural support, as needed.   

To ensure that our teachers had the proper continued support, professional development was provided 

throughout the year.   

Harvest Performance, provided monthly workshops for teachers and staff with the goal of school 

alignment and growth.  School board consultants also worked with our teachers on a regular basis 

providing workshops and coaching on aligning the French academic program and tools, science and 

technology in the classroom, and flipped learning.  The cost of release time was covered by the LBPSB 

Educational Services, Innovations Grant provided by the Ministry of Education, and school.  

The LBPSB French Consultant, Heather-Anne Denton, met and provided continued support to our 

teachers on how to get the most out of workbooks and provided guidance with the French Immersion 

Program in general.   

Our teachers have also received a Professional Development Innovation Grant (PDIG) to carry-out a 

Math Curriculum Mapping Project.  The LBPSB Math Consultant, Rebecca Binet, worked with our 

teachers throughout the year.  They have created a teachers’ guide and supplemental workbook for 

students on situational problems. 

Sue Connery, LBPSB Digital Citizenship Consultant worked with mesdames Malone, Jasmin and 

Balazovjech on classroom communication blogs and electronic portfolios.  She continues to work closely 

with our school technology representative, Nadia Jasmin.  
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Dianea Phillips, LBPSB Integrated Pedagogy -Arts & Culture, provided support to our teachers in aligning 

our school mission, vision, educational project, and strategic school plan.  She has also been 
instrumental in coaching teachers in flipped learning and other innovative teaching strategies to engage 
students.  Yes, learning can be fun!  Ms. Phillips has helped a group of teachers: Nadia Jasmin, Sonia 
Balazovjech, Cathy Malone, Sarah Stets and Marie-France Cousineau, write and apply for a PDIG project 

involving Flipped Learning for next year.  Fingers crossed that our application is accepted. 

 

Remediation Support  

To help our students in attaining and maintaining a level of comfort in the French language for a French 

Immersion Program such as ours, the Resource Team:  Kirsten Greb, Caroline Townshend and Julie 

Davey worked in great collaboration with homeroom teachers.  The Resource Team provided support to 

students identified as at risk.  We also had strong collaboration from LBPSB Student Services and 

Educational Services.  Our Homework and Françisation Programs were carried out by Ms. Davey. 

Happy Bear PAWS Program 

 Our teachers have also worked hard to create our very own in-house program to help our children with 

social emotional learning (SEL) using positive behaviour intervention strategies 

(PBIS).  We have a secret PAWS greeting, ask your children to show you.   Our 

mascots, Sher Bear and Baby Bear Brooke remind our students to make PAW-SI-

TIVE choices every day.  This program is tied into our Code of Conduct and 

overall school culture.  During the year we held monthly virtues assemblies 

facilitated by our spiritual animator, Ms. Linda Choinière.  We also held regular 

Junior Happy Days, which were facilitated by the principal, specialists and kindergarten teachers.  We 

have our school cheer and each homeroom has their own cheer. 

Our school theme for the year was HAPPY.  Our teachers encouraged our students to practice 

happiness in a variety of ways from mindfulness to being kind to one another.  Mrs. D, through Ethics 

and homeroom teachers through class meetings, worked at reinforcing good character and good 

choices.  Children learned about bucket fillers and bucket dippers, growing our brain and more.  Good 

character building was featured in the Virtues Assemblies organized by our spiritual animator, Linda 

Choinière. 

Community Partners 

 Many other projects were also undertaken this year by a number of community 
partners. The Missing Children’s Network provide safety workshops for all our 
students.  Community Collective Services (CCS) provided social skills workshops to 
all our children.   The popular Friendship Club, lunch activity, was also facilitated 
by CCS.  The school nurse, Jill Sockett, provided a Hand Washing Workshop for the 
Kindergarten Students, for the grade 1 students, a workshop on Taking Care of 

Little Booboos; for the grade 2 students, a Sun Safety Workshop.  Transco – one of our school bus 
carriers – provided a Bus Safety Workshop for our grade 1 students.  Our Community Police Officers, 
Constable Giovanni Di Legge and Jean-Paul Levis, continue to have strong presence in our school, 
promoting security and safety. 
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Cultures in the School 

Our children benefited from several Cultures in the School initiates.  Cultures in the School grants are 
provided by the Ministry of Education.  To benefit, schools must apply and be accepted.  Accepted 
activities receive a partial cost coverage.  Here are this year’s activities: 

• Bilingual storyteller Stéphanie Bénéteau.  

• Jeunesse Musicale facilitated two activities for us:  

o a concert:  Mozart’s Flight of Fancy and  

o musical workshops for cycle 1 students:  Sing Me a Story Workshop (cycle 1).  

Cycle 1 visited the Canadian Centre of Architecture as part of the ABC of Architecture Cycle 1 Project, 

Building their Dream Home.  Kindergarten students visited the Morgan Arboretum to conclude their 

study of Insect Habitats. 

PELO – Heritage Language Program 

The cycle 1 students profited from the Canadian Heritage Language Program, which enables schools to 

offer heritage language courses to students.  Our school offered weekly Italian language classes for over 

a period of 20 weeks; which were facilitated by Mr. Lucia Vanni. This program can be expanded to 

include other heritage languages as long as we have over 20 student participants (of which two thirds of 

the students’ are from the heritage language) and that we can find a qualified teacher in that heritage 

language. 

Entrepreneurial Projects 

The following entrepreneurship projects were submitted and granted.  We were 

allocated $168.15 per project. Congratulations to: 

• Kirsten Greb:  Color My School, & Dream 

World; this project consisted in painting school murals. 

• Nadia Jasmin:  Healthy Eating & Crayola Colour Cycle;  Ms. 

Jasmin also received $1,000 for the local Metro in Beaconsfield 

to support the Kindergarten Healthy Eating Project.  As for the 

Crayola Colour Cycle Project, the kindergarten children 

collected used crayons for recycling. 

• Sharon Anto:  Happiness Project; consisted of the daycare children creating a quilt. 

Healthy Schools Grant 

Our Healthy School Grant enable our children to benefit from Yoga, Mindfulness and Breathing classes 

facilitated by Aline Reizian.  This is a great way to combat anxiety and stressors of life.  Ms. Greb, our 

staff assistant, or I facilitate on a daily basis 60-second mindfulness breaks right after recess.  We guided 

the students through the intercom system.  The goal is to help the children transition from unstructured 

free play to concentration for school work.  It enables to refocus into the present.  Madame Balazovjech 

facilitated yoga sessions for the staff every Thursdays during lunch. 
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Field Trips 

Following is the list of 2016-2017 field trips: 

Date Location  Educational Objective Grade      
level(s) 

 
2016-12-14 

Beaconsfield 
Library 

Visit the local library for stories and activity, 
by city bus. 

Kindergarten 

2017-01-17 Salle Pauline Julien 
Découvrir une pièce de théâtre en français – 
Éthique & Compassion 

Cycle 1 

2017-02-02/03 
Centre Canadien 
d’Architecture  

ABC of Architecture bringing the real world 
of architecture to our students – making 
learning relevant 

Cycle 1 

2017-03-28 Provigo Le Marché 

To explore and tour the local grocery store 
with a dietician, cook with a chef and learn 
about healthy eating habits.  Transportation 
through city bus. 

Kindergarten 

2017-04-07 
Sucrérie de la 
Montagne 

Appreciation of local culture and traditions, 
music and school spirit 

Kindergarten, 
Cycle 1 

2017-05-10 
Dorset Elementary 
School 

LBPSB Junior Cross-Country Run. 
Unfortunately cancelled due to the flood 
disaster. 

Kindergarten, 
Cycle 1 

2017-05-26 Morgan Arboretum Insects’ habitats Kindergarten 

2017-06-
09/12/13/14/15/19/20 

Windermere Pool Healthy active living 
Kindergarten, 
Cycle 1 

2017-06-12 InterMiel Farm 
Les insectes seront étudiés - Activité 
d’enrichissement 

Grade 2 

 

Fundraising Activities 

Following is the list of 2016-2017 fundraising activities: 

Date Event Person(s) Responsible Money/Goods Collected 

 
2016-09-28 

Terry Fox Walk Graham Gill $3885.25 

2016-10-24 to 2016-
11-26 

Winter Coat Drive 
Lynn Morton & Jane Pattison, 
Senior Daycare 

Collected gently used 
coats for Sun Youth.   

2016-11-07 to 25 
Happy Teddy Bear 
Drive 

Jo-Ann Di Giandomenico 
Collected 125 Teddy Bears 
for the sick children at the 
Montreal Children’s 
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Hospital 

2016-12-22 La Guignolée Paula Sullivan 
$1000 in donations, + 
boxers and white socks for 
Dans la rue 

2016-12 Holiday Baskets 
Kabiria Espinosa – Home and 
School 

Dry Food Goods, Money 
for the West Island 

Families in Need 

 
2017-04-24 to 28 

Panama Health Project                               
(collection of 
toothbrushes) 

Kelly Danaher 
Sonia Balazovjech 

200 toothbrush kits and 
toiletry 

 

This list does not include all of the Home and School fundraising activities, such as: Pizza Lunches, 

Subway Sandwiches and TCBY Yogurt. 

Joint Campuses’ Activities 

Given time constraints or uncooperative weather a few activities did not go as planned, nevertheless we 

will continue to work together to ensure that in the future we are able to come together, rain or shine!   

Event Date Objective 

Home and School 
Welcome Corn Roast 

September 22 
This was to be held at the Junior Campus, unfortunately due to 
the weather the activity had to be cancelled to the 
disappointment of all.   

Terry Fox Walk/Run September 28 

This event went on as planned at the Junior Campus.  
Unfortunately the event had to be postponed to mid-October at 
the Senior Campus.  Given the abilities of the junior and senior 
students and logistics, it may be best to keep this event separate.  

Winter Coat Drive  
2016-10-24 to  
2016-11-26 

Collected gently used winter coats and donated to Sun Youth. 

Grade 3 students visit 
with grade 2 students 

December 
The grade 3 students visited the junior students and sang 
together holiday songs 

Home and School 
Holiday Fair 

December 3 
The Holiday Fair took place at the Senior Campus and was a great 
success.  It is an event organized by the Home and School and 
brings the community together. 
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Home and School 
Holiday Bazaar  

December 6 

The Holiday Bazaar is organized by the Home and School to help 
students purchase surprise gifts for their family members. It was 
to be held at the Junior School for both the junior and senior 
students.  Unfortunately, due to the weather the senior students 
were unable to walk over.  The Home and School, once the junior 
students made their purchases, packed up and set-up at the 
Senior School.  Even with the small glitch, the event was a great 
success. 

Grade 5 visit with junior 
students 

Week of 
December 12 

The grade 5 students came to visit the junior students in the 
classes to read to them stories they wrote and illustrated. 

Senior School Play April 11 

The junior students were invited to an afternoon viewing of the 
Senior School’s Play.  A shuttle bus was made available to shuttle 
the students back and forth from the junior / senior campus.  It 
was an enjoyable experience for all. 

Glee Club Performance 
@ Junior Campus 

May 29 
Approximately 22 senior Glee Club Students walked over to the 
Junior Campus to perform for the junior students.  The event was 
a great success. 

Grade 2 Transition to 
Senior Campus Activity 

May 26, 30,  
June 1,  
TBD 

To help the grade 2 students’ transition to the senior campus a 
few activities were planned.  The first activity was for the grade 2 
students to experience recess with the grade 3 students at the 
Senior Campus on May 26.  Due to the weather it was postponed 
to May 30 and again had to be cancelled due to the weather. 
After 2 postponements, the activity was cancelled. 
 
June 1, the grade 2 students visited the grade 3 students and 
participating in a scavenger hunt in the school.  

A third, was on June 7.  The grade 2 students had the 
opportunity to view the Grade 6 Science Exhibition and visit the 
Senior Campus once more. 

Home and School End of 
Year Barbeque 

June 7 

The Home and School hosted a successful an End of Year 
Barbeque at the Junior Campus.  Everyone was invited, including 
the incoming 2017-2018 kindergarten families.  A great way to 
close the year and welcome newcomers. 
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Parent Volunteers 

Parent Volunteers plant seeds of love that help countless hearts grow…  

We can never thank volunteers enough for all their help and support.  

Their time is valuable, and their willingness to contribute some of that 

valuable time to our children shows their commitment to the well-being of 

our all our children.   The contribution made by volunteering in our 

classroom reading program, manning the library, fundraising to fund 

activities and events have really made a difference in our students’ 

educational experience this year.  Thank you. 

The school library services would not be in place if it were not for parent volunteers.  So a big thank you 

to our library technician, Suzanne Thom and parent volunteers:  Gretchen Zapata, Cynthia Woods-

Dagenais ; Alison Paquet, Sandy Lin (co-ordinator), Jennifer Ferguson, Stephanie Evans, Danielle 

Denischuck , Christina Burchill,  Lara Asconi,  Jessica Carrick, Brenda Zinke, Mayali Cousineau, and Helen 

Kendall, and the many others for their strong commitment 

and dedication. 

Home and School has been instrumental in terms of 

fundraising with initiative such as school lunches and TCBY 

treats.  This has provided funding for subsidizing school 

events.   I would like to thank Lori Barrett, chairperson Liane 

Zechmeister, junior vice-chair, Melanie Kepper, Brenda Zinke, 

Connie Morelli, Erin Morehouse, Romy McMaster, Tara 

Brisson, Kabira Espinoza, Sandy Lin,  Buffy Cummings, Christine Martin, and many others too numerous 

to mention, for their commitment and energy.  The basis of Home and School is to support the school in 

its initiates led by teachers and enrich the learning experience and school life of our students.  Our 

Home and School is also the nucleus that maintains the two campuses together. 

Our Governing Board has participated in guiding the school in an effective way.  Thank you, Parents: 

Christine Baldry, Chantal Cadieux, Scott Henderson, Geoffrey Kalil (chair), Sabrina Thind, John Woolcott;  

Staff: Sharon Anto, Jo-Ann Di Giandomenico, Sylvie Gagnon, Kirsten Greb, Paula Sullivan, Caroline 

Townshend; for your involvement.  Next year we will have 3 vacant parent seats.  I urge parents to get 

involved and make a difference by joining our school governing board.  I strongly encourage all parents 

to get involved and most importantly attend the Parents’ Annual General Assembly, August 31, 2017, 

18:30, at the Junior Campus Gymnasium and consider filling one of the 3 vacant posts.  

To show appreciation to all volunteers the teachers and staff organized a luncheon on May 31.  A few of 

our children also entertained the parent volunteers through song and theatre. 
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Dedicated Staff 

As Walt Disney once said you can dream, create, design and build the most 

wonderful idea in the world, but it requires people to make the dream reality. 

This is certainly the case as a Principal. The reality is that the learning 

experiences and projects that have taken place this year could not have 

happened without a great deal of commitment and true team work and 

collaboration from our teachers and staff.  We are truly a family; contributing 

and caring for one another!  What we accomplished in a year, is normally 

accomplished in 5.  It has been an exhilarating experience to be part of a strong committed team!  We 

practiced a lot of flexing and grit. 

As I mention earlier, one of the most critical factors of any successful school is the staff. The team at 

Sherbrooke Academy Junior has and continues to work collaboratively together to best meet the needs 

of our students. I am grateful for the time and energy they put into their work.  Each and every staff 

member is passionate in what they do. They give so much more than what is expected to each other, 

the school, and your children. I would also like to acknowledge the support staff. Special mention goes 

out to Ms. Sweeney, School Secretary and Ms. Anto, Daycare Technician, Shane Crosby, day caretaker 

and Kevin Seguin, evening caretaker.  They make our school spectacular. 

Updated Communication Tools 

This year the LBPSB launched a FUSION PORTAL for parents, in which parents have direct access to their 

children’s information, such as: report cards.  This portal also makes it possible to set-up parent/teacher 

appointments through an electronic scheduler, which proved to be quite efficient this year. 

Our school also communicates through our school Facebook Page, Twitter and an electronic messaging 

system.  I invite you to like our Facebook Page if you have not already done so. 

Time Capsule 

To commemorate our school opening, celebrate Montreal’s 375th Anniversary and Canada’s 150th 

Anniversary, we are creating a time capsule that will be guarded by Sher Bear and Baby Bear Brooke.  

We will officially fill our time capsule on June 23, during an assembly. It is to be opened in 25 years from 

now, June 2042!  I wonder where I will be by then… 
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Future Direction 

Various learning initiatives will continue to take place next year at 

Sherbrooke Academy Junior.  The major focus will be continuing our 

journey with 21st Century Learning, which involves continued 

implementation of differentiated learning, Universal Design Learning 

(UDL), Flipped Learning, and up-to-date literacy strategies and tools.  Our 

students will benefit from SEL (social emotional learning) learning and PBIS 

(positive behaviour intervention and strategies).  Our ultimately goal is to 

ensure that our students attain their highest academic potential and growth as well-rounded individuals 

and responsible global citizens.    After all, at Sherbrooke Academy Junior we Engage, Enlighten and 

Empower for 21
st

 Century Learning. 

It is truly an honour to be leading this school and serving our community. 

Sincerely, 

Carmela di Iorio, Principal 

June 14, 2017 



Our very first Sherbrooke Academy Français

part of creating new traditions for our new school. September was focused on implementing school 

routines and getting to know one another. In October, we celebrated Halloween with special

Spooktacular Centers. All the Kindergarten children circulated throughout the three classrooms 

enjoying various spooky centers run by  parent volunteers. In November, we introduced the school to our 

Colourcycle program, that helped recycle over 2000 markers this y

et les couleurs” with special classroom centers that highlighted the understanding of shapes and colours. 

In December we took an STM bus ride over to the Beaconsfield library, where we were treated to 

wonderful Holiday stories and crafts. Our two elves Candy Cane and Loulou made their appearance as 

well, taking note of all of the girls and boys who were practicing RSR. A big thank you to the Home & 

School for treating us to an exciting Holiday Bazaar

ones. The PJ Breakfast ended the year off just right with songs, dancing and fun! In February, we had 

Skating Week! Every Kindergarten child laced up to enjoy the winter air on the ice. Winterfest was a 

huge success and great fun for all. In March, we invite all the parents to attend a special 

Program workshop. We introduced various strategies of how to effectively read with their child in order 

to promote reading readiness. Our “Je lis”

parent/teacher partnership to promote reading was a huge success as indicted by how receptive the 

children were to reading readiness activities. Bravo to all! March continued on with the introduction of 

our Nutrition Theme. A $1000.00 Metro Nutrition Grant enabled us to embark on our 

project that culminated with a healthy cookbook that was created and laminated for each child. We took 

our second STM bus ride over to Provigo Le Marche for a healthy eating shopping tour,

making and nutrition BINGO. 

In April, La Cabane a Sucre was a huge hit with all the K’s. The rain did not stop us from enjoying the 

dance floor to its fullest. The Kindergarten also paid a visit to the grade one class to show them how to

use Chatterpix on the iPad. In return the grade ones shared their reading skills. May kicked off with a 

visit from entomologist Chris Cloutier from the Morgan Arboretum to introduce the science of insects. 

From there we carried out our study of how import

along by planting a Bee Saving Garden

day long visit to the Morgan Arboretum to study insects in three distinct habitats: water, the field a

the forest. Many bugs and creatures were enjoyed. The Kindergartens invited all the moms in for a 
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Our very first Sherbrooke Academy Français Plus cohort are a wonderful group of children that will be 

part of creating new traditions for our new school. September was focused on implementing school 

routines and getting to know one another. In October, we celebrated Halloween with special

. All the Kindergarten children circulated throughout the three classrooms 

enjoying various spooky centers run by  parent volunteers. In November, we introduced the school to our 

Colourcycle program, that helped recycle over 2000 markers this year! We also celebrated 

with special classroom centers that highlighted the understanding of shapes and colours. 

In December we took an STM bus ride over to the Beaconsfield library, where we were treated to 

tories and crafts. Our two elves Candy Cane and Loulou made their appearance as 

well, taking note of all of the girls and boys who were practicing RSR. A big thank you to the Home & 

Holiday Bazaar where we shopped ‘till we dropped for our loved 

ended the year off just right with songs, dancing and fun! In February, we had 

Every Kindergarten child laced up to enjoy the winter air on the ice. Winterfest was a 

for all. In March, we invite all the parents to attend a special 

workshop. We introduced various strategies of how to effectively read with their child in order 

“Je lis” centers began in our classrooms and without a doubt the 

parent/teacher partnership to promote reading was a huge success as indicted by how receptive the 

children were to reading readiness activities. Bravo to all! March continued on with the introduction of 

0.00 Metro Nutrition Grant enabled us to embark on our 

project that culminated with a healthy cookbook that was created and laminated for each child. We took 

our second STM bus ride over to Provigo Le Marche for a healthy eating shopping tour,

was a huge hit with all the K’s. The rain did not stop us from enjoying the 

dance floor to its fullest. The Kindergarten also paid a visit to the grade one class to show them how to

use Chatterpix on the iPad. In return the grade ones shared their reading skills. May kicked off with a 

visit from entomologist Chris Cloutier from the Morgan Arboretum to introduce the science of insects. 

From there we carried out our study of how important insects are to our ecosystem and we helped them 

Bee Saving Garden and creating Bug Hotels for insects to nestle in. We went for a 

day long visit to the Morgan Arboretum to study insects in three distinct habitats: water, the field a

the forest. Many bugs and creatures were enjoyed. The Kindergartens invited all the moms in for a 
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special afternoon Mother’s Day Spa Day. They were treated to massages, nail painting and yoga sessions. 

June was met with celebration as parents were invited in to enjoy songs and dances learned over the 

course of the year. A special Ice Cream Sundae Party was enjoyed as a special treat from the teachers 

as a congratulations for all the student’s hard work. The teachers are so proud of the growth and 

progress made by all the students and look forward to their continued success in grade one. 

 

 

 



Compte rendu de madame Cousineau -  2e année 
le 9 juin 2017 
 
Voici donc le texte demandé qui résume les faits saillants de l’année 
scolaire dans ma classe de 2e année, 221(Marie-France Cousineau) 
 
J’ai implanté le programme de lecture au niveau de la 2e année et j’ai 
coacher les professeures qui ne savaient pas comment le faire. 
 
J’ai donné 2 soirées d’informations aux parents bénévoles qui allaient venir 
dans la classe travailler avec nous. 
 
Les enfants qui avaient suivi un programme bilingue ont été capables de 
relever des défis importants.  Ils ont appris à lire de façon très fluide et à 
comprendre ce qu’ils lisent.  Conséquemment, les résolutions de 
problèmes complexes sont devenues de plus en plus amusantes à 
résoudre pour tous puisque la compréhension du français était bien 
meilleure. 
 
Les enfants aiment parler français dans la classe et très tôt dans l’année, je 
n’ai plus eu besoin de dire de parler le français.  Ils le veulent eux-mêmes.  
Tout est alors devenu plus facile:  lire, comprendre et écrire. 
 
J’ai beaucoup aimé utiliser le nouveau programme d’écriture, GB+, que j’ai 
jumelé au programme d’écriture Signature (Sound Print).  J’ai été très 
contente des résultats obtenus.  Les élèves ont appris à exploiter 
différentes sortes de textes, telles que le récit, le texte informatif, le texte 
descriptif et la lettre.  Le programme GB+, avec son application sur le 
tableau interactif permet de composer le modèle d’un texte donné avec un 
plan propre à chaque sorte de texte devant les enfants.  Les enfants 
peuvent voir comment on s’y prend, nous donner des idées et voir 
comment on travaille un texte pour qu’il soit à notre goût.  Ils sont ensuite 
capables à partir de ce modèle, de composer leur propre texte sur le sujet 
développé.  Plus que tout, j’aime qu’ils aiment écrire maintenant et qu’ils 



ont beaucoup plus confiance en leurs capacités d’écrire lorsqu’il faut le 
faire.   
 
J’ai aussi beaucoup aimé utiliser la composante phonétique du programme 
Signature( Sound Print ),  lorsqu’on prépare la dictée de la semaine.  
Chaque élève a la même affiche que j’utilise au tableau, sur son pupitre et 
écrire est devenu tellement plus facile.  C’est vraiment une très bonne 
approche et même mes élèves les plus faibles ont pris confiance en leur 
habileté à écrire de façon autonome. 
 
À travers les journée PDIG, j’ai beaucoup apprécié travailler avec mes 
collègues à trouver des situations de problèmes complexes et les 
applications qui préparent à faire les problèmes choisis.  Ainsi, je me suis 
sentie plus professionnelle dans ce domaine très important. 
 
À chaque étape, les enfants ont eu à compléter un projet.  À la première 
étape, ils ont eu à faire une présentation orale sur leur famille.  
 
En deuxième étape, dans le cadre du thème de la Terre exploité avec le 
programme d’écriture Signature, les enfants ont préparé une présentation 
orale sur un désastre naturel de leur choix.  Ce fut vraiment extraordinaire 
d’entendre ces élèves de 2e année présenter leur matériel avec des 
présentations powerpoint, des maquettes et des affiches.  Nous avons 
célébré les apprentissages acquis en faisant une classe ouverte, invitant 
tous les élèves de l’école à venir en classe pour écouter chacun parler de 
sa spécialité en se promenant d’une station à l’autre.  
 
Pour la 3e étape, le thème était l’architecture. Nous sommes allés visiter le 
musée de l’architecture à Montréal, où les enfants se sont amusés à 
construire diverses choses.   Puis, à l’école, nous avons eu une 
présentation très intéressante d’une architecte sur les formes les plus 
solides utilisées lors de la construction d’une quelconque structure.  
Finalement, en classe, j’ai demandé aux élèves de décrire l’école de leur 
rêve, en décrivant sa forme physique et ce qui s’y passerait à l’intérieur.  



Ces textes ont été écrits en petits groupe de 3 élèves et les résultats furent 
très intéressants. 
 
J’ai adoré faire participer à la classe,  les parents et des gens de la 
communauté de différentes façons.  Toutes les classe du 1er cycle ont eu 
l’aide des parents pour le programme de lecture et ensemble nous avons 
fait des miracles.  Aussi,  pour enrichir des sujets développés dans le cadre 
du programme d’écriture Signature, j’ai eu la collaboration de madame 
Acton, mère d’un de mes élèves.   Ainsi, nous avons disséquer un oeil et 
un coeur la semaine prochaine.  Les enfants sont de vrais scientifiques en 
herbe!  C’est beau à voir…  Après avoir disséqué le coeur, les enfants 
écriront leur dernier texte de l’année dans le cadre du programme 
d’écriture Signature.  Finalement, dans le cadre du programme des arts, 
nous avons fait venir Artista Café à l’école pour faire faire un cadeau pour 
la fête des mères et celle des pères.   
 
Les enfants ont aussi préparé des pièces de théâtre.  J’aime beaucoup 
cette idée et je vais continuer à le faire.  Les enfants m’ont épatée par leur 
créativité et enthousiasme.  Ils ont inventé les costumes et les décors, 
pensé à la façon qu’ils allaient placer les accessoires et eux-mêmes par 
rapport aux spectateurs.  Ils s’amusent avec la langue et cela les aide à 
aimer la parler.  Nous avons bien hâte d’inviter les parents le 6 juin. 
 
Finalement, nous allons parler insectes puisque nous irons visiter 
INTERMIEL à Mirabel le lundi 12 juin pour toute la journée.  Les enfants 
apprendront beaucoup de choses sur les abeilles et combien elles sont 
importantes à notre écosystème.  En classe, les enfants verront des 
ténébrions à l’état de larves, se développer en insectes.  Ce sera une belle 
façon de finir l’année. 
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Madame Nathalie Rochon, Homeroom 223 

 

We began the year as strangers and we began to bond, by getting to know one and another. 

We learned how to wait our turn and appreciate what we all brought to our classroom. 

 

Some of our best moments were: -The Sher Bear craft where we dressed our bear by using 

various mediums.  The puppet show teams created made us laugh.  Our bird project had 

various steps from learning to draw with detail, to research a specific bird and create a single 

bird house to a condo type bird house.  This project came hand in hand with the Architecture 

project: Shapes, Bridges, and Arches. We also used math manipulatives to build towers and 

buildings. 

 

We also had various projects on natural disasters; each one was amazing and brought our 

attention to an arising fact that this generation will contribute to finding solutions. We had 

Math challenges like game shows where you reveal your answer. 

 

We also participated in Reflex Math, this gave students fluency in arithmetic.  Some teachers 

needed training, which I gladly provided. 

 

I leave knowing that each and every one has overcome the challenges they had in the beginning 

of the year. The growth of each individual is remarkable. They have GRIT! 

 

Mr. Graham Gill, Physical Education & Music Teacher 

 

Physical Education & Health:  I have enjoyed seeing our students having fun while actively 
participating in Physical Education activities this year. I feel that my main accomplishment this 
year is the program itself. My program is guided by the progression of learning goals as set out 
by The Quebec Education Program. This progression started with locomotor activities (term 1), 
followed by manipulative skills (term 2), cooperation/opposition activities (term 2 & 3) and is 
capped off with gym specific health activities (term 3). Learning is a process and the students 
were given many opportunities to demonstrate/perform what they had learned and to reflect 
by communicating their understanding to enhance their future learning. The program also goes 
further to enhance parent involvement with their child at home. This involved homework 
assignments on practicing their skills or fitness activities encouraging family involvement, in a 
non-structured way, as well as promoting good lifestyle habits. 
 
Highlights include our Terry Fox Run, which raised approximately $5,000 this year, thanks to the 
Sherbrooke community. Winter Carnival week was a huge success and was capped off with a   
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staff vs. Grade 2 students’ indoor hockey game. Many thanks to Home & School for providing 
their support and to our wonderful staff. 
 
Music:  The biggest highlight of the year was to experience each of my cycle 1 classes 
performing Cardio Drumming to the song Ghost Busters.  I was the orchestra leader and they 
had to play along with me. We each used a 5 gallon bucket and placed a yoga ball on top to 
create a percussion instrument that we beat with sticks. What a hoot! 
 
The “Mozart's Flights of Fancy” concert performed by Jeunesses Musicales Canada was greatly 
enjoyed school wide. Our students also participated in a workshop by Jeunesses Musicales 
Canada where they learned how to use rhythm instruments to tell a story.  
 
Some of the things our students learned included: using their body as an instrument; extensive 
play and structured activities using various percussion instruments; basic understanding of 
musical notation and singing/clapping to those notes; performing folk and dance routines with 
the beat of music to name a few. Our students are such a joy to teach. 
 

 









 

Resource Team 

Ms. Greb & Mme T 

2016-2017 

What a year this has been! 

 

A year of change, building a new family and new traditions in our wonderful new school 

Sherbrooke Academy Junior. 

 

With any change, there can be some uncertainty and the Resource team made it our 

priority to help, guide and ease any anxieties to ensure a smooth integration of two 

school communities. 

  

Throughout the school year, we worked to foster a comfortable learning environment by 

providing extra support to students academically, emotionally, and behaviorally; by 

working individually with identified students, in small groups and by providing support in 

the classroom. Wherever there was a need, the Resource team was there! 

We also made sure to create a working space that is optimized for grades K-2 following 

the Universal Design for Learning (UDL) principles in our TLC room; which allowed for 

movement breaks, relaxation and multiple learning stations. 

 

At the beginning of the year, Ms. Greb organized and 

took our school family picture at the Terry Fox Run, 

where the entire school community formed the shape 

of a heart. This picture is now our cover photo on our 

Facebook Page! 

 

Ms. Greb also held girl groups, lego club, worked on 

social skills with individual students, mindfulness, 

guided and helped students with their emotions and anxieties, French comprehension, 

math skills, as well as held a lunch club once a week. 

 

Mme. T worked hard on building students’ confidence in the French language and 

created wonderful packages for students to practice their work. 

Through art, dance, drama, yoga, movement and “power breaks”, we created fun 

learning activities that enhanced what was being taught in the classrooms. 

 

The Resource team also put together several videos throughout the year to promote 

school spirit within the student body and community. These videos put the students in 

the spotlight, and were shown at various school events such as the open house and can 

be found on our Facebook page.  



 

Ms. Greb created our very first video, “Can’t Stop the Feeling” 

and then the “Best Days of My Life” video, and Mme. T put 

together fun clips of our outings and activities as well as a 

video of why we love Sherbrooke Academy Junior. 

 

Ms. Greb applied for entrepreneurial grants and received 

some money to “colour my school” (create murals throughout 

the hallways). She planned and organized the “Hand Tree” 

mural, where every member of Sherbrooke Academy Junior, 

teachers, students and staff, placed their handprint on the wall 

and made their pledge to a peaceful school; the very first ever 

Sherbrooke Academy Junior family. 

There are plans for more murals to come, so stay tuned! 

 

That being said, the Resource team is and will continue to be there for all students who 

need extra support, academically or socially, welcoming one and all and spreading 

positivity and fun throughout the hallways of Sherbrooke Academy Junior. 

 

It has been a real pleasure getting to know each and every student and I look forward to 

seeing everyone next year. Remember to 

keep smiling! 

 

Have a great summer and… 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Greb 
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